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REGULATIONS  OF  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

GOVERNING  THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  GRADES  VII  AND  VIII  FOR  THE  YEAR  1936-37,  AND 
THE  PROMOTION  OF  PUPILS  TO  GRADE  IX  IN  JUNE,  1937. 

1.  The  complete  new  programme  for  the  Intermediate  School  (Grades  VII,  VIII  and  IX)  will  not  be  introduced  until 
September,  1937.  For  the  school  terra  beginning  September  1st,  1936,  and  during  the  school  year  ending  June  30th,  1937, 
the  present  course  of  study — the  “ old  course ” — will  be  used  in  Grades  VII  and  VIII.  The  new  course  will  be  used  in  Grade  IX. 

(Grade  IX  is  no  longer  part  of  the  High  School  programme.  Printed  outlines  and  regulations  respecting  the  new  Grade 
IX  course  will  be  distributed  during  July  of  this  year.  In  June,  1937,  the  Department  of  Education  will  conduct  a Grade 
IX  examination.  For  further  information  teachers  are  referred  to  the  Official  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Education 
which  appears  monthly  in  the  A.T.A.  Magazine.  See  particularly  the  issues  for  April  and  May,  1936.) 

2.  In  one-teacher  rural  schools  the  Department  of  Education  expects  that,  as  heretofore,  instruction  will  be  offered 
in  Grades  I to  VIII.  In  these  schools  the  Department  will  require  that  any  instruction  in  grades  above  the  eighth  have 
the  approval  of  an  inspector  of  schools. 

3.  Since  the  majority  of  students  who  successfully  complete  the  Grade  VIII  course  in  rural  schools  will  go  to  other 
schools  for  Grade  IX  instruction,  and  will  therefore  find  it  necessary  to  have  a Grade  VIII  diploma,  the  Department  will 
require  that  teachers  observe  the  Regulations  for  Promotion  from  Grade  VIII  to  Grade  IX,  and  will,  as  heretofore,  pro- 
vide promotion  tests.  These  regulations  are  as  follows: — 

(i)  Students  in  public  or  separate  schools  who  have  completed  the  work  of  the  Grade  VIII  course  in  a satisfactory 
manner  may  be  promoted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  superintendent,  principal,  or  teacher  in  charge.  The  basis 
of  promotion  shall  be  the  work  done  during  the  year  as  indicated  by  monthly  or  term  tests  and  class-room  work. 

(ii)  Cards  on  which  shall  be  recorded  the  number  of  students  preparing  the  work  of  Grade  VIII  will  be  mailed  to  the 
Secretary  of  each  School  District  early  in  each  year.  These  cards  should  be  completed  and  returned  to  the  Depart- 
ment before  April  15th. 

(iii)  The  Department  of  Education  will  forward  to  schools  where  there  are  Grade  VIII  students  the  usual  Departmental 
promotion  tests.  Teachers  in  rural  schools  and  in  the  smaller  centres  are  advised  to  use  these  tests,  in  order  that 
the  results  obtained  may  assist  them  in  determining  the  fitness  of  students  for  promotion.  When  the  tests  are 
used,  they  must  be  given  according  to  the  official  time-table.  In  no  case  shall  the  answer  papers  be  forwarded  to 
The  Department  of  Education. 

(iv)  Forms  will  be  supplied  for  recording  the  names  and  achievements  of  Grade  VIII  students  who  are  recommended 
for  promotion  to.  Grade i IX.  These  forms,  when  completed,  must  show  the  length  of  time  each  student  has  been  in 
attendance  in  preparation  of  the  work  of  this  grade,  and  the  average  standing  during  such  attendance. 

(v)  The  following  ten  subjects  will  be  required  for  a Grade  VIII  diploma:  Agriculture,  Art,  Composition,  Geography, 
Grammar,  History  and  Civics,  Literature,  Mathematics,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  and  Spelling. 

In  city  schools  Manual  Arts  and  Household  Economics  may  be  substituted  for  Agriculture. 

For  purposes  of  the  Grade  VIII  promotion  tests  the  foregoing  subjects  will  be  classified  in  the  following  six 
divisions: — (1)  Art;  (2)  Language,  comprising  Composition,  Grammar,  and  Spelling;  (3)  Literature;  (4)  Math- 
ematics; (5)  Science,  comprising  Agriculture,  and  Physiology  and  Hygiene;  (6)  Social  Studies,  comprising  Geog- 
raphy, and  History  and  Civics. 

cordingly  be  six  tests,  one  for  each  division.  Students  whose  average  achievement  for  the  six  tests  is 
se  achievement  does  not  fall  below  40%  on  any  of  the  tests,  shall  be  considered  eligible  for  promotion, 
ranted  Grade  VIII  diplomas  by  the  Department  of  Education,  without  charge. 

mme  of  studies  for  elementary  schools  was  revised  and  reprinted  in  1929  and  all  page  references  in 
e to  the  1929  edition.  Where  differences  appear,  the  Regulations  should  be  followed.  Teachers  are 
advised  that  they  should  not  recommend  or  require  students  to  purchase  books,  pamphlets,  or  helps,  which  are  not  author- 
ized or  recommended  by  the  Department  of  Education. 


5.  The  attention  of  teachers  is  directed  to  the  “Official  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Education,”  which  appears 
monthly  in  the  A.T.A.  Magazine.  In  the  issues  for  April  and  for  May,  1936,  announcements  were  made  respecting  the 
new  programme  for  the  Elementary  School  (Grades  I to  VI),  and  the  new  course  for  Grade  IX.  The  “Bulletin”  will  con- 
tain official  notices  and  announcements  from  time  to  time  relating  to  the  programme  of  studies,  textbooks,  suitable  refer- 
ence books,  examinations,  Departmental  regulations,  the  Summer  School,  and  other  such  matters. 

6.  The  present  year  is  one  of  transition  from  the  “old”  to  the  “ new ” programme  of  studies  in  the  elementary  and 
intermediate  grades.  Teachers  are  therefore  advised  that  it  may  become  necessary  for  the  Department  to  prepare 
for  the  introduction  of  the  new  programme  next  year  by  making  further  changes  in  the  present  regulations.  They  will 
be  notified  of  such  changes  in  the  “Official  Bulletin,"  publish  ed  regularly  in  the  “A.T.A.  Magazine.” 


SUBJECTS  OF  STUDY  IN  GRADES  VII  AND  VIII  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1937. 


, Agriculture:  Two  sections  of  this  course  have  been  provided,  that  Grades  VII  and  VIII  may  be  combined  in  ungraded 
"?? T • Th®se  ^Imes  will  be  found  in  Pt.  II  of  the  Progra  mme  of  Studies,  pp.  65-70.  In  each  case  the  section  not 
studied  in  Grade  VII  should  be  used  as  the  authorized  course  for  Grade  VIII  in  any  year.  Question  papers  on  both 
sections  will  be  provided  in  the  examinations. 


Text:  Agriculture  for  Public  Schools  (Hutchison). 


will 


Art:  For  details  of  this  course,  see  pages  124-143,  Pt.  II  of  the  Programme  of  Studies.  N.B.— Grade  VIII  students 
be  responsible  for  exercises  I,  II,  III,  V ; one  of  IV,  VI,  VII  and  one  of  VIII,  IX  and  X,  on  pages  135-142. 

Text:  Elementary  Art,  Book  IV  (Hedley  and  Manning).  The  following  pictures  should  be  studied  in  some  detail: 
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The  Horse  Fair  (Bonheur)  ; Aurora  (Reni)  ; Avenue  of  Trees  (Hobbema)  ; Dance  of  the  Nymphs  (Corot)  ; By  the 
Lerolle)  ; Pilgrims  Going  to  Church  (Boughton)  ; Sir  Galahad  (Watts)  ; Joan  of  Arc  (Bastien-Lepage)  ; The 
ta  of  the  Chair  (Raphael). 

ase  pictures,  made  up  in  sets,  may  be  had  from  the  School-Book  Branch,  Department  of  Education,  at  30c  for  the 
;et,  postpaid.  Helps  for  each  of  the  pictures,  in  leaflet  form  (insets  only),  may  be  had  from  the  same  place  at 
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Composition:  Review  work  outlined  for  Grade  VII.  For  complete  outline  of  work  for  Grade  VIII  see  pages  82-86, 
Ft.  I of  the  Programme  of  Studies. 

Text  (Grades  V-VIII) : Learning  to  Speak  and  Write,  Book  II  (Dickie). 

Geography:  A general  study  of  the  subject  as  outlined  in  the  Programme  of  Studies. 

Text:  Alberta  Public  School  Geography. 

Grammar:  For  details  of  the  course,  see  pages  90-91,  Pt.  I of  the  Programme  of  Studies. 

Text:  An  English  Grammar  for  Public  Schools  ( Cowperthwaite,  Marshall  & Sullivan). 

History  and  Civics:  Topics  as  outlined  on  pages  142-146,  Pt.  I of  the  Programme  of  Studies. 

Texts:  A New  History  of  Great  Britain  and  Canada  (Wallace)  ; Studies  in  Citizenship  (McCaig). 

Literature  (and  Reading)  in  Grades  VII  and  VIII  embraces  Silent  and  Oral  Reading  as  well  as  Literature  and  Mem- 
orization. Silent  Reading  gives  practice  for  speed  in  reporting  with  comprehension  and  in  logical  order  the  substance  of 
what  has  been  read.  Oral  Reading  aims  to  interpret  thought  and  express  feeling  by  appropriate  inflection  and  modulation 
of  the  voice  and  effective  pronunciation  of  the  words.  Pupils  should  practice  with  conversations,  parts  in  plays,  and  short 
emotional  passages.  They  should  also  choose  selections  for  themselves,  and  after  careful  preparation,  present  them  to  the 
class.  The  test  of  good  oral  reading  is  simply  this:  Did  the  class  understand  and  enjoy  listening? 

The  objective  in  studying  Literature  is  appreciation  and  enjoyment  rather  than  edification.  People  do  not  read  lit- 
erature from  a sense  of  duty.  Enjoyment  will  lead  to  appreciation  of  style  and  craftsmanship.  Pupils  and  teacher  should 
co-operate  in  selecting  passages  that  are  worth  committing  to  memory.  Each  pupil  should  memorize  150  lines  or  more. 

The  newly  authorized  readers  for  Grades  VII  and  VIII  are  designed  to  engender  a love  of  reading,  and  to  induce 
freedom  and  enjoyment  in  the  literature  class.  They  offer  a wide  range  of  material  both  for  intensive  study  and  for  ex- 
tensive and  supplementary  reading.  Good  students  will  be  able  to  read  the  whole  of  either  book  during  the  year’s  work. 

The  “study  helps”  appended  to  the  selections  in  both  books  will  be  found  suggestive  and  stimulating.  The  grouping 
of  the  selections  will  facilitate  the  comparative  study  of  selections  in  the  same  group.  The  Grade  VIII  book  gives  special 
attention  to  comparative  study. 

A.  Grade  VII:  The  Canada  Book  of  Prose  and  Verse,  Book  I (Revised  September,  1935)  has  been  authorized  for  use 
in  Grade  VII. 

(1)  For  Silent  Reading:  About  25  selections;  such  as  the  following:  “The  Boy  Charles  Lamb,”  “Fishers  of  the  Air  ” 
“Robert  the  Bruce,”  “Ants  at  Work  and  at  Play,”  “First  Knights  of  the  Air,”  “Marie  Hebert.” 

(2)  For  Oral  Reading:  About  15  selections;  such  as  the  following:  “Food  for  the  Mind,”  “The  Three  Galloping 
Poems,”  “The  Stamp  Collector,”  “Mr.  Winkle  on  Skates,”  “The  Song  of  the  Sea  Wind,”  “Tom  Sawyer:  Work  and  Play,” 
“Canada  Wind.” 

(3)  For  Study  as  Literature:  The  following  selections  are  prescribed:  “This  is  My  Book,”  “The  Ships  of  Yule,” 
“Gulliver  Among  the  Giants,”  “The  Escape  from  the  Press  Gang,”  “Sir  Patrick  Spens,”  “Rip  Van  Winkle,”  “Wee 
Willie  Winkie,”  “King  Richard  and  the  Soldan,”  “Weathers,”  “Holidaying  in  the  Woods,”  “Breeze  and  Billow,”  “Vaga- 
bond Song,”  “The  Song  My  Paddle  Sings,”  “The  Daffodils,”  “A  Thunderstorm,”  “My  Heart  Leaps  Up,”  “Afton  Water,” 
‘The  Hill  Pmes  Were  Sighing,”  “Moti  Guj— Mutineer,”  “The  Story  of  Keesh,”  “The  Comedy  of  Pyramus  and  Thisbe,” 

The  Lake  Isle  of  Inmsfree,”  “A  Worthy  Woman,”  “The  Family  Laramie,”  “Tom  and  Maggie  Play  the  Game,”  “The 
Cratchits’  Christmas  Dinner,”  “The  Stonecutter,”  “For  Those  Who  Fail,”  “The  Great  Stone  Face,”  “My  Triumph,” 
“Ebb-Tide,”  “Santa  Filomena,”  “Abou  Ben  Adhem,”  “The  Good  Samaritan,”  “Alexander  MacKenzie,”  “Indian  Summer.” 

(4)  For  Memorization:  Suitable  passages  chosen  by  the  class  with  the  teacher’s  help  (150  lines  or  more). 

B.  Grade  VIII:  Life  and  Literature,  Book  II,  has  been  authorized  for  use  in  Grade  VIII. 

(1)  For  Silent  Reading:  About  25  selections,  such  as  the  following:  “The  Makers,”  “Metaphors  in  Everyday 
Speech,  “The_  Solitary  Reaper,”  “Chasing  the  Lynx,”  “Herve  Riel,”  “Dour  Davie’s  Drive,”  “Little  People  of  the  Big 
r orest,  Amber,”  “The  Wanderer,”  “Theatre  Royal,” -“The-^ilver^inlng,”  “The- Animals  Cmne  ttr  Drink. 

„r.(2)  For  Oral  Reading:  About  15  selections,  such  as  the  following:  “The  Deacon’s  Masterpiece,”  “A-Hunting  We 
Will  Go,  “Rosabelle,”  “Waterloo,”  “The  Highwayman,”  “Wander-Thirst,”  “Eldorado,”  “The  Lights  of  Home,”  “Ah 
Sweet  is  Tipperary,”  “The  Bobolink,”  “To  a Waterfowl,”  “The  New  Duckling,”  “A  Luckless  Journey,”  “Tom  Sawyer  and 
the  Fence,”  “Ruth  and  Naomi.” 

ut>  For  Study  as  Literature:  The  following  selections  are  prescribed:  “Men  at  Sea,”  “The  Song  of  the  World” 

Prame i Greyhounds,”  ‘‘The  Sphinx,”  “Venice  in  1786,”  “Quality,”  “The  Elfin  Artist,”  “All  the  World’s  a Stage,”  “Flow 
Gently  Sweet  Afton,  The  Recollection,”  “The  Cane-Bottomed  Chair,”  “The  Lady  of  Shalott,”  “The  Combat,”  “Ichabod 
£lane s Rld<T  <The  Highwayman,”  “Frozen  Voices,”  “The  Spirit  of  Hidden  Places,”  “The  Trees  of  Wharncliffe  House,” 
The  T rave  mg  Man,” ’“A' Weaver  of  Snow,”  “A  May  Morning,”  “The  Squatter,”  “The  Green  Linnet,”  “Spiders  and 
B,eateT?.  by  Ea&les  ” “The  Old  Ships,”  “The  Soldier,”  “Drake’s  Drum,”  “A  Cradle  Song,”  “The  Sleeping 
<?xra’  *7he.  S,<!arlet  Pimpernel,”  “The  Gift  of  the  Magi,”  “The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal,”  “Where  Love  is,  there  God  is  Also,” 
“Nox  Mortis.”  ’ 


(4)  For  Memorization:  Suitable  passages  chosen  by  the  class  with  the  teacher’s  help  (150  lines  or  more). 

in  Supplementary  Reading:  Ben  Hur  (Wallace);  Heroes  of  Land  and  Sea  (Newbolt)  ; and  Adrift  on  an  Icepan 

(Grenieli) . A general  knowledge  of  the  subject-matter  is  required. 

.1;TTTTeaCjers  should  make.  use  °f  suggestions  for  a comparative  study  of  the  selections  in  each  section  of 
rne  uraue  Vlii  reader.  Ihose  prescribed  from  any  one  section  should  be  compared  with  some  others  in  the  section,  which 

norbeen  0ptres7rlbreded,  may  ^ rapidly‘  In  this  way’  the  students  will  read  a number  of  short  selections  that  have 

, .2*  Tochers  in  one-room  rural  schools  may  combine  a Grade  VII  with  a Grade  VIII  class  in  Literature,  just  as  they 

(LJlt  Ca%  °J  A0^culture.  In  classes  so  combined,  the  Grade  VIII  reader  (“Life  and  Literature ”)  and  selection 
Rnlbl om  wxl1  be  used  this  year;  and  promotion  tests  will  beset  accordingly.  Next  year  the  Grade  VII  reader  (“Canada 
book  of  Prose  and  Verse  ) and  selections  will  be  used  in  combined  classes. 

E^ryday  Use,  Book  I,  was  authorized  for  use  in  Grade  VII  last  year.  This  year 
Mathematics  for  Everyday  Use,  Book  II  has  been  authorized  for  use  in  Grade  VIII. 

of  Sturil2epSnrteeTd  T(U°ngen  r?fer.  to„tbe  “old  course”  in  Arithmetic  for  Grades  VII  and  VIII  given  in  the  Programme 
Geomptiv  ™ TA’  y kV1  1 S^mply ,fol,loy  the  treatment  in  the  new  textbooks,  teaching  Arithmetic  along  with  some 

boTtrhirlSr,!  ww™'  E^CKbZ°\  s work  07^-  There  is  a Teachers'  Manual  for  use  with  the  Grade  VII 

book,  which  may  be  had  from  the  School-Book  Branch.  A Grade  VIII  Manual  also  will  be  available. 

Stud?iiy8iFirgJn?l5J0H^gieiiei  ?6Vi^W  Rework  of  GracieVn  as  outlined  on  pages  61-62,  Pt.  II  of  the  Programme  of 
Studies.  For  outline  of  work  for  Grade  VIII,  see  pages  62-64,  Pt.  II  of  the  Programme  of  Studies. 

Text:  Physiology  and  Hygiene  for  Public  Schools. 

lists  work’’ as  outlined  in  the  Programme  of  Studies  for  Grades  VI  and  VII  as  well  as  word 

Spelwcoursi  SIS  Sn  &r?des-  fn  addition  to  the  words  given  in  the  100%  and  supplementary  lists  of  the 
Spelling  Prlcticf^hm  M ai  id  b?  ^ven  ,to,tbe  compilation  of  the  “third  or  selected”  list  as  suggested  in  the  course  in 
P ac?.-ce  saould  also  be  given  m dictation  and  common  abbreviations, 

lext:  Spelling  for  the  Grades. 

exercises!0* * Brinciples  of  letter  formation;  practice  exercises.  Neatness  and  legibility  should  be  required  in  all  written 
Text:  Alberta  Writing  Course,  Book  II  (Bailey). 

Teacher’s  Reference:  Alberta  Writing  Manual  (Bailey). 


1,000 — May,  1936. 
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